the 11th of March.
The daily average number, as calculated for each month of the year, was least in June, when it amounted to 249, and greatest in March, when it reached to 470. The number of operations performed during the year was 244. Of these 210 were cured or relieved, 30 died, and 4 of the operations were unsuccessful.
In the Dispensary, a very large number of patients have availed themselves of the medical aid provided in this branch of the Institution. The substantial benefits of this department are apt to be overlooked or undervalued by some, but the large number of applicants for advice, many coming from a great distance, is the best proof that can be afforded of its value and importance. The number of patients who applied and received advice at the Dispensary during the year was 7,755. Hence it appears that the large number of 12,676 persons have received medical aid in the hospital during the past year.
In the medical and surgical wards, the average number of patients has been greater than during the last four years. The increase is greater in the surgical than in the medical department. There has heen admitted a very large number of accidents, many of them of a very serious description, some such as admitted of no prospect of recovery, and which only helped to increase the hill of mortality. The It appears, therefore, that the rate of mortality in the surgical wards has been so high as 1 in 8. This is to be accounted for by the serious nature of many of the accidents which were brought to the hospital. These amounted to 136, many of them cases of compound fractures, with extensive laceration; or burns so deep and extending over so large a surface of the body, that it was apparent that they were altogether hopeless. There was one instance alone of eight persons burned by a gunpowder explosion, five of whom died shortly after admission. There were several cases of fracture of the base of the skull in persons who had fallen down stairs while intoxicated, which proved speedily fatal. There was one case of extensive fracture of the cranium, the well-known " Beith Tragedy" case, which recovered without any untoward symptom. There have been several cases of such extensive mutilation of the body by machinery, such comminution and laceration, both of osseous and soft parts, as to render recovery altogether hopeless. All such cases tend to swell the bill of mortality, and to place deaths to the credit of the hospital which ought not with justice to be reckoned against it. Among the operations performed were three of lithotomy, by Dr. Andrew Buchanan, one of which, in a boy, proved fatal; another by lateral operation in a female, in which the stone was large, friable, and adherent to the wall of the bladder, has done well; one recently performed on an old man of 60, has, as yet, presented no unfavourable symptom. Several amputations have been performed, in some of which death has occurred from phlebitis. In February there appeared such an amount of hospital erysipelas, in cases occurring both in the house and coming in affected with it, as to render it necessary to remove them to a ward set apart for the reception of such. This measure speedily put a stop to the progress of the evil, and those affected with it soon recovered.
In the medical wards the rate of mortality has been about 1 in 8, which may be deemed a low average. When we consider the number of phthisical and cardiac cases in the last stages of these maladies, which seek and obtain admission into the medical wards, we cannot be surprised that the rate of mortality should be sometimes high. There are also numerous cases of acute pulmonary affections, which are brought to the hospital after these diseases have produced such effects as to render remedial measures difficult, if not altogether impossible.
Cases of albuminuria are not unfrequent, and sometimes lead to a fatal termination. Chronic hepatic affections often occur. There was one remarkable instance of this kind under Dr. Easton's care, in which the liver was enormously hypertrophied, weighing 16 lbs., and surrounded by an abscess communicating with the colon.
There was also a case of chorea, in which symptoms of mania were developed.
In 
